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Hello All, welcome to another edition of the Steaming on the Downs 

Newsletter.  

The year is already well underway and while is has been a steady start to the 

year as far as events go, there are certainly no shortage of projects that our 

club members are working and collaborating on with many new friendships 

being formed across out organisation, which has a membership nearing 70! 

Well done all! We have of course had the Australia Day weekend at Jondar-

yan Woolshed and the March meeting and ‘Play Day’ which were well attend-

ed events. 

One criticism perhaps that  ‘we’ (the executive) have worn from a number of 

members is a perceived bias towards miniature steam engines , rather than 

heritage steam. That could not be further from the truth. This organisation 

stands to represent interest  in ALL types of steam engines, big and small, 

rail and non-rail. In a more practical sense miniatures lend themselves better 

for easy transport to community events to demonstrate the technology.  

What I reiterate to our members is this…. This is YOUR club, it is whatever 

YOU decide to make it, YOU set the direction. If our members wish to see 

more done with heritage steam, it is up to you to make it happen. One initia-

tive we are undertaking, just in case our members have forgotten, is our club 

is co-hosting Steaming under the Southern Cross next year, ONLY the LARG-

EST gathering of heritage road steam engines ever in the SOUTHERN HEMI-

SPHERE! 

The AALS convention is only a week away at the time of writing this, with 

many members participating in this event. We also have some other fantastic 

events coming up, such as the John Reis Open Weekend which will show-

case some great heritage and miniature machinery as well as casting / damp-

er making etc. We also have the Grandchester weekend, Dalby Pioneer Park 

Museum Field Days and Old Petrie Town Steam Fair to see us through into 

early June. 

Plenty to see and do! 

Regards, 

Nick Geraghty 

President—Steaming on the Downs Inc 

0429 330 805 
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 Photo  M. Geraghty  Ashley Woods’ 1929 Buick —Photo N. Geraghty 

 10 ton Ruston Hornsby Roller and the Club 6” 

Durham in Steam—Photo P. Jones 
 VF Fowler Crawler—Photo S. Parrinder 

The March meeting and ‘Play Day’ was hosted by G&K and N&M Geraghty at 

Kelvinhaugh, just North of Oakey. A display of heritage machinery was present 

as well as a 10 ton Ruston Hornsby Roller and our club traction engine in steam.  

The ‘Kenley’ workshop was open for perusal where all sorts of technical content 

was discussed throughout the day, including a boiler tube expanding demon-

stration.  

A great day was had by all including morning tea and a sausage sizzle lunch. 
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Our Objectives 

• A social organization to encourage 

the preservation, restoration, pro-

motion and displaying of steam en-

gines and steam powered machin-

ery; 

• To provide encouragement, sup-

port and education to the youth 

and the general public in our com-

munity focusing on: 

 Steam engine design and manu-

facture 

 Steam engine, steam powered 

machinery repair and mainte-

nance, 

 Steam engine, steam powered 

machinery operation. 

• Model Engineering  

To promote and provide support to 

other  like-minded community 

groups and associations 

 

 

 
• AALS Convention Warner. 29th March to 1st 

April 2024         

•  Pre and Post Runs at the Convention (week 

prior and post Easter weekend). 

• John Reis Open Day.  Date 18th and 19th 

May—Rosalie Shire Historical Society to do the 

gate, Steaming on the Downs to run the BBQ. 

• Dalby Field Days. Date 25th and 26th May 

• Old Petrie Town Steam Fair, 1st and 2nd June 

2024 

• Goombungee Show. 27th April 2024 

• VCCAQ VETERAN VEHICLE & STEAM RALLY 

at Bundaberg / Burnette Heads. 5th to 11th 

September. 

• Grandchester Model Engineers and Live 

Steamers All Queensland weekend. 4th & 5th 

May 2024—Meeting Saturday Morning 10am 

• Alstonville, Henry Burke. Date TBC 

• Harwood Mill, Henry Burke. Date TBC 

 Nice selection of engines on display —Photo  N. 

Geraghty 

 The boys from Ballina getting ready for a big (hot!) 

day —Photo N. Geraghty 
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And an extra special thanks to Gerald, Sebastian, Zoe and Kim at 


