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 Not long now!  The TADOMS / Steaming on the Downs display at Farmfest in June promoting the 

upcoming NHMA National Rally and Steaming under the Southern Cross! - Photo S. Parrinder 
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Hello All, welcome to another edition of the Steaming on the Downs Newsletter.  

At the time of writing this report it is 38 days to go till the 19th NHMA National Rally and 

Steaming under the Southern Cross. This is without a shadow of a doubt one of the big-

gest collaborative events ever held in the heritage machinery movement in Australia.  

For Steaming on the Downs, we have had a good number of members step up to take on 

considerable and major roles in the organisation of this event, as well as many of our 

members working diligently to finalise their projects or give their time freely to undertake 

some of the 1000ôs of jobs to be done to make this event a success. To all our members 

who are contributing, on behalf of our management committee, THANK YOU!  

Aside from the National Rally, which much of this issue is dedicated to, there has been 

many great events and projects in which our members have been participating in over the 

last few months, with great numbers in attendance. 

Also, donôt forget our AGM is on at the Farmfest site, 11465 Warrego Highway, 

Kingsthorpe on 19th July at 10am. Look forward to seeing you all there. 

Regards, 

Nick Geraghty 

PresidentðSteaming on the Downs  

0429 330 805 

 At the 19th NHMA National Rally there will be a fundraising auction and raffles held during the first weekend 

of the event. Many generous sponsors have donated prizes to us including Hare and Forbes Machinery 

House who have donated over $2000 worth of workshop equipment as auction prizes. 

William Parrinder collected these goods from Hare and Forbes for us and decided to do it in style with the 

Albion! - Photo W. Parrinder 



 

3   
The Steam Engine and Model Engineering Group for the Downs 

 Boiler Stays are trimmed and PeinedðPhoto W. 

Parrinder 

 

Throat Plate / Barrel joint rivets in placeðPhoto N. 

Geraghty 

 
Throat Plate / Barrel joint rivets in placeðPhoto N. 

Geraghty 

 Tony and Geoff driving down a back head rivetð

Photo A. Kruger 

Recently, our members have come together to work collaboratively on a number of 

projects ahead of the rally. One of these is Tony and Michelle Buchannanôs Buffalo 

Pitts Traction Engine boiler overhaul.  

Its been a major task which has included replacement of the boiler barrel, part of the 

outer crapper, 40 stays and half the back head. The overall project, once completed, 

will use up almost 200 x 3/4ò rivets! 

The below photos tell the rest of the story! See this fantastic machine and the pro-

gress that has been made on its restoration at the NHMA National Rally! 
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Like an elephant giving birth!ðPhoto W. Parrinder 

 Rivet CookingðPhoto A. Kruger 

 Current Progress ðPhoto N. Geraghty 
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 Warren installing the 100ôs of 3/4ò temporary bolts 

needed prior to rivetingðPhoto W. Buckley 

 Pulling the Barrel into the throatplate. A very tight fit!

ðPhoto N. Geraghty 

 
Hornplates being rivetted to throatplate and back-

headðPhoto N. Geraghty 

 Jason Buckley driving down a Hornplate rivetð

Photo E. Hansford 

Another monstrous project is the new boiler for óGentle Annieô One of the most am-

bitious boiler restoration projects attempted in Australia on a heritage steam road 

vehicle. 

Whilst the formed plates were made commercially, all the boiler fitting and reassem-

bly has been undertaken by club members, led by Warren Buckley. Out of this pro-

ject, and Buchannanôs Buffalo Pitts, a solid working team of riveters has formed, 

each knowing their specific role in a process that relies heavily on teamwork and 

communicationðwell done all! See this fantastic machine and the progress that has 

been made on its restoration at the NHMA National Rally! 
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 Firebox being trial fitted to foundation ringðPhoto 

W. Buckley 

 

Temporary fitting of motion to align cylinder block 

mountðPhoto N. Geraghty 

 Barrel Rivetted into the throatplateðPhoto W. Buck-

ley 

 Cylinder mount rivetted onto the barrelðPhoto W. 

Buckley 
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 Steven starting to blow out the foundation ring rivets 

on the MarshallðPhoto W. Parrinder 

 The Marshall Traction Engine emerging from its 

long time slumberðPhoto W. Parrinder 

 
Smokebox repair completedðPhoto N. Geraghty 

 Test run of the Davey Paxman post paintingðPhoto 

N. Geraghty 

Steven and William Parrinder have been busy preparing some of their machines for 

display at the NHMA National Rally with the assistance of fellow club members. You 

will remember from last issue that the club assisted in the installation of the boiler 

tubes into their 3NHP Davey Paxman Portable. Its since had smokebox repairs and 

a partial repaint and will be in steam at the rally. The other project, which will be dis-

played as a ówork in progressô at the rally is their Marshall Compound Traction En-

gine. Its in need of a firebox replacement and other repairs. We wish Steven and 

William luck in their project and look forward to seeing both their engines at the ral-

ly along with several other historic vehicles and models they will have on display. 
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Geoff Wilks making good progress on the 

Ransomes PortableðPhoto G. Wilks 

 Geraghtyôs Roller has been repainted in 2-pac. 

Lagging to be fitted shortlyðPhoto N. Geraghty 

 

 

Our Treasurer, Shelley Burns, has a side interest in training and trialing working dogs. Shel-

ley regularly travels between Brisbane and Dundee with her pack of 5 young working dogs & 

3 retired ñveteranò kelpies. 

Earlier this month Shelley completed at the Ashford Yard Dog Trials and won the Maiden 

with her border collie Gem (only 1 of 3 border collies competing in the maiden). 

Shelleyôs passion for working dogs started 12 years ago when she set out to train her rott-

weiler to herd sheep and he wasnôt too bad at it.  But she very quickly moved onto kelpies 

and has added a  couple of border collies in her crew. 

Shelley has recently started a working dog club with the Texas Show Society and itôs first 

training event was held on 28/29 June.  These local clubs are important to help farmers im-

prove their stock handling techniques. 

 

Shelleyôs next 

event is hosting 

the yard dog trial 

at the upcoming 

Texas Show 

26/27 July 
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 Laurie and helpers splitting blocks, tons of blocks!  

Peter Duff and Kirk supplied a excavator, bobcat 

and loader. Thanks guys for your help!- Photo S. 

Parrinder 

 

International ôMôô on the sawbench - Photo S. Par-

rinder 

To assist in gathering and processing the 150+ tonnes of firewood needed for 

the NHMA National Rally, Members of QSVMS as well as Steaming on the Downs 

held a working bee in early June to cut up around 40 tonnes of fenceposts pro-

cured by Kirk Penfold. A great day was held which saw most of the wood cut and 

containerised ready to transport to site. Well done team! 

 22 Volunteers turned up to help with a variety of equipmentðPhoto S. Parrinder 
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 Cant keep her off! Evelyn (aka Kevin) going for a 

run on Parrinderôs 3ò Allchin- Photo S. Parrinder 

 óT Materô, another masterpiece from Ross Green of 

Bellð Photo N. Geraghty 

 
Geoff had both his traction engines on displayð

Photo S. Parrinder 

 Earning its keep and going everywhere! Parrinderôs 

Davey Paxman Portable on displayðPhoto N. 

Geraghty 

 Owen Meskenôs 3ò Scale Bulldog Tractor is nearing completion! - Photo N. Geraghty 
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 Steven Parrinder finally prized the 3ò Allchin away 

from William - Photo N. Geraghty 

 President Nick congratulating Treasurer Shelley for 

going above and beyond in her efforts ahead of the 

NHMA National Rallyð Photo S. Parrinder 

 
The award winning machine, a 3ò Scale Rider Eric-

cson Hot Air EngineðPhoto S. Parrinder 

 Bruce Heislerôs 5ò PB15, originally built by the late 

Bob Lisleð Photo N. Geraghty 

 
A proud Geoff Wilks, recipient of the Chandler 

Saunders Trophy for 2025ðPhoto S. Parrinder 

 Does he know what he is doing??ðPhoto N. 

Geraghty 


