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 Friday, 22nd August—Steam engines pounding up the main street of Oakey of their way to the 

NHMA National Rally and Steaming under the Southern Cross! - Photo N. Geraghty 
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Hello All, welcome to another edition of the Steaming on the Downs Newslet-

ter.  

Firstly, my apologies that we were unable to get a September edition of this 

publication out. For me personally, the National Rally, even though its now 

over, had really bled the energy out of me and many others and we are  now, 

after 3 years focused on this event, are now trying to ‘get back up on our 

wheels’ and readjust to the new normal—life post NHMA National Rally… 

Whilst it was an incredible, once in a lifetime event, it came at a heavy price. 

However, i must take this opportunity to thank all our members who have 

contributed in any way, shape or form in making the National Rally the enor-

mous success that is was! A monstrous undertaking that has taken a huge 

amount of effort by many people to make it all happen… again, thank you! 

But the world moves on and our focus now moves to 2026 and what it might 

have in store for us all. There are many exciting projects and opportunities 

lying ahead. Foremost is the construction of the new 2.5” / 3.5” and 5” gauge 

elevated track at Grandchester. This is an incredible project that will not only 

benefit our members, and Grandchester’s, but will be a massive leap forward 

for enthusiasts of the smaller gauges, who are really only able to run  their lo-

comotives at QSMEE. These smaller gauges are undergoing a revival in light 

of an aging (but growing) enthusiast base, smaller workshops at home, the 

logistics of moving machines around, fuel prices etc.  

Whilst 2026 will be void of major events like we have led in the last couple 

years, it will be a time for not just an inwards focus to put our members and 

their activities front and centre where they belong, but also continuing to 

build existing and new bonds with neighbouring organisations. I will take this 

opportunity to extend our thanks to Grandchester Model Live Steam Associa-

tion for its outstanding working and personal relationship with us that has 

proved very fruitful for both organisations, and long may it continue.  

We are now also nurturing a new relationship with Toowoomba and District 

Old Machinery Society following a change of management, and the hope is 

that some of the wounds of the past can finally heal and we can work much 

more collaboratively in the future. Indeed, we have been invited to display 

with them at the 2026 Oakey Show early next year. It is something I would ask 

our members to consider strongly in participating in when further details are 

provided shortly. 

Cont’d over page 
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We are also slowly building a relationship with another geographically close 

organisation, Toowoomba Live Steamers. Whilst this has been a ‘hot and 

cold’ journey for a variety of reasons, they have some fantastic members, 

some of which are reciprocal members with our organisation. To kick off 

2026, our first event and meeting for the year will be held at their running day 

on 18th January. I would strongly encourage our members to come and par-

ticipate, bring a live steam loco or traction engine to run, or just a display to 

demonstrate to them clearly what our organisation is about, what we stand 

for and how we work. 

For our other activities in 2026 please look at the upcoming events section of 

this newsletter 

Thanks also to everyone who attended our Christmas Party lunch at the 

Grandchester Pub. For those who didn't attend you missed a fantastic day, 

and I would encourage you all to participate next year. 

Merry Christmas to you all and a safe and happy holiday season. Cheers! 

Nick Geraghty—President—Steaming on the Downs inc. 

 

Sorry Tony, Couldn’t help myself…… Tony driving Adrian Painter’s Heisler locomotive - Photo N. Geraghty 
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 Front Tube Plate (original) now fitted with a new flange —Photo N. Geraghty 

Work has now recommenced on the Buffalo Pitts. Pad welding in the firebox has 

now been completed, as well as the replacement and peining of all wall stays 

that required replacement.  

The original front tubeplate had some minor pitting on its face which has now 

been pad welded, however the flange 

needed to be replaced as it did not fit 

the profile of the new all-welded barrel. 

A new flange was rolled and welded 

onto the old tubeplate. The tubeplate 

will now be annealed ahead of the tedi-

ous job of fitting it, drilling all the rivet 

holes and riveting. 

In the meantime, the new internal dry 

pipe has been made and installed. 

Nearly there! 

 
Looking good following a liquid overhaul—Photo N. 

Geraghty 
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 William, Ian and Micky during the street parade on 

Ian’s Roller—Photo N. Geraghty 

 Matt and Wayne go for a burn..—Photo N. Geraghty 

 
Typical…..—Photo N. Geraghty 

 Will and Mardy about half way between Kingsthorpe 

and Goombungee—Photo W. Parrinder 

Another GREAT effort from our members recently was our club display at Jacaran-

da Day at Goombungee on 2nd November. 3 full-size steam rollers were in attend-

ance (Will and Mardy drove their roller from Kingsthorpe to Goombungee, over 

22km, the day prior!) as well as a number of miniatures. There was a great turnout 

of members and public alike to enjoy the festivities.  

We also took the opportunity to run a stall to sell some of the remaining National 

Rally merchandise. A massive thank-you to the team who manned the stall—greatly 

appreciated. 

Great to see some colleagues from TADOMS displaying some tractors there as well. 

Other than some overbearing SES people doing traffic control it was a fantastic day 

and we cant wait till next year! 
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 Wallis No.1 from the reart—Photo N. Geraghty  Newly completed boiler for a 5” Gauge loco—Photo 

N. Geraghty 

 
A 5” QR A10 in for some plumbing works—Photo N. 

Geraghty 

 Wallis No. 1 nearing mechanical completion, now 

with rubber on wheels—Photo N. Geraghty 

 7.25” QR C17 Cow Catcher—Photo N. Geraghty  Wallis Nameplate being machined.  Cast at North 

Pine Trades Guild.—Photo N. Geraghty 
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JANUARY 2026 

• 4th January—Grandchester Model Live Steam Running Day. 9am Start for 

Toolbox Meeting 

• 18th January—Toowoomba Live Steamers Running Day—Lemway Avenue, 

Toowoomba. Bring a loco, traction engine or static display from 10am. 

Meeting  to follow at 2pm 

FEBRUARY 2026 

• 1st February—Grandchester Model Live Steam Running Day. 9am Start for 

Toolbox Meeting 

MARCH 2026 

• 1st March—Grandchester Model Live Steam Running Day. 9am Start for 

Toolbox Meeting 

• 14th March—Oakey Show—Oakey Showgrounds—joint display with 

TADOMS 

• 20th—22nd March— March Meeting and Play Weekend—Nick Geraghty’s 

place. Camping on site, miniature railway etc. Bring an loco, traction en-

gine, tractor or heritage vehicle for display. Meeting Saturday 21st at 10am 

APRIL 

• 5th April—Grandchester Model Live Steam Running Day. 9am Start for 

Toolbox Meeting 

MAY 

• 2nd—4th May—All Queensland Weekend—Grandchester. Note our club 

meeting Saturday 3rd May at 11am onsite in the ‘Loseby Shelter’ 

JUNE 

• 7th June—Grandchester Model Live Steam Running Day. 9am Start for 

Toolbox Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 

• 5th September—TADOMS Vintage Machinery Expo—Oakey Showgrounds 
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Our Objectives 
(i) To acquire, preserve and exhibit steam engines, steam pow-

ered 

machinery and vehicles, stationary and portable steam engines 

and steam powered models. 

 

(ii) To establish and operate or participate in the operation of a 

museum of educational, tourist and historical interest compris-

ing 

such vehicles as steam engines, steam powered machinery and 

all related items and equipment therefor. 

 

(iii) To support and provide encouragement and education to the 

youth and other like-minded community groups and 

associations; 

 

(iv) To preserve heritage trade skills; 

We have recently be-

come the recipients of 

some heritage items 

which have been gift-

ed to us by the 

Queensland Museum, 

with more to come in 

the new year. Thanks 

to William Parrinder 

for arranging collec-

tion. These items will 

add value to our dis-

plays in the future! 


